REVIEW

THE LAYOUT OF THE ZINE TAKES ON A ‘BAR MENU’ FORMAT WHICH WE HOPE WILL TAKE
THE READER ON A SUIGHTLY MORE UMIQUE JOURNEY. ALTHOUGH WERE KEEN TO PERHADS
EXPLORE THE MAINSTREAM A4 DOUBLE PAGE SPREAD, WE DECIDED TO SHAPE THE FORMAT
IN' A WAY ALLUSIVE TO A DIGITAL ARTICLE LAYOUT (ORIGINATING FROM OUR CURRENT BLOG).
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1 115 LIKE HARLOTS AND MOVIES

) A CHEESY FAIRY TALE FULL OF

AND AN ULTIMATELY H PIPY ENDING WITH PRINCE CHARM-
OW. WE'VE ALL JOKED ABOUT WANTING A SUGAR DADDY AT THIS
, BUT THE REALITY IS FAR UGLIER.

HOWEVER, THE REAL QUESTION REMAINS; WHAT IS ACTUALLY WRONG
WITH THE CONCEPT OF PROSTITUTION IN ITSELF?

THE ASsYMMETRY THESIS AND ESSENTIALIST OBJECTIONS TO
PROSTITUTION

MARKETS IN REPRODUCTION AND SEX ARE ASYMMETRIC AND INCOM-
PARABLE TO OTHER LABOUR MARKETS, SUCH AS SEX COUNSELLING OR
THERAPY. THEREFORE, THE COMMERCIAL MODIFICATION OF SEX ITSELF
CONSTITUTES HARM, RATHER THAN MERELY BEING THE CAUSE OF IT.

OUR BODIES ARE VITAL TO REALISE OUR SENSE OF SELF. WIDE-
SPREAD PROSTITUTION PROMOTES INFERIOR FORMS OF PERSONHOOD AS,
BY SELLING HERSELF, THE PROSTITUTE TRANSFORMS FROM A PERSON TO
A THING, RATHER THAN AN EMPLOYEE.

Editor’s Note

CREATING THIS ZINE FOR THE WARWICK SMALL PRESS PUBLISHING MODULE HAS
BEEN INSPIRING, WELL-MOTIVATED, AND TRULY A GOOD OPPORTUNITY ALL ROUND. SURE,
T BEGAN AS JUST A FINAL PROJECT, BUT FOR ME AND MY FRIENDS WHO CREATED OUR
WEBQITE/BLOG, [T WAS A CHANCE TO CREATE OUR FIRST EVER ZINE FOR My GoDDESS
Comptex. My Gonoeas CoMPLEX BEGAN ALMOST TWO YEARS ARO IN THE THIRD
TERM OF OUR FIRST YEAR AT WARWICK AFTER WE HAD FIVISHED OUR FIRST Q€T OF
UMVERSITY EXAMS AND WERE FEELING LIBERATED AND POWERFUL (AND, ALSO, BRIMMING
WITH CREATIVTY). BASING [T ON LIFESTYLE, ART, MUSIC, FASHION, AND CULTURE, WE
QTARTED AS A BLOG ON WORDIORELS WITH OUR OWN DOMAIN AND DECIDED TO MAKE
Q0CIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS TO CREATE QOMETHING OF A BRAND ON FACEBOOK, NQTA-
GRAM AND TWITTER. JUST RECENTLY WE HIT THE 5O ARTICLES POSTED ONUINE MARK,
HAVING TAKEN NEEDED BREAKS IN TERM TIME, BUT WE ALWAYS TOOK THE APPROACH OF
WRITING WHEN WE FEEL LIKE WE WANT TO OR HAVE SOMETHING TO 9AY ON A ToPIC. THIS
WAY WE NEVER FEEL PRESSURED UNDER UNNECESSARY DEADLINES WE WOULD GIVE TO
OURSELVES AND CAN WRITE AS MUCH OR AS LITTLE AS WE WOULD LIKE AND QELF-PUB-
LiSH. Hauve DONE THIS, THE SMALL PRESS MODULE HAS BEEN THE PERFECT INQIGHT
INTO THE PHYSICAL PUBLISHING ASPECT OF THE EDITORIAL WORLD, AND MOTIVATED
OUR CAREER GOALS OF BECOMING PROFESIIONAL EDITORS; BUT, OF COURSE WE HAVE
QOCIETIES FOR PRACTICE FOR NOW.

BeainviNG THE ZINE WAS A TEAM EFFORT, WITH A CIRCLE OF FRIENDS INTO CREATIVE
PROJECTS, WE WERE LUCKY TO HAVE FRIENDOLY FACES THAT WERE ONLY HAPDY TO CON=
TRIBUTE ART WORK AND WRITTEN PIECES WHILST WE WOULD STILL GO ON TO EDIT, DESIGN
AND INCLUDE OUR OWN ARTICLES IN THE ZINE TOO. My ONLY PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
WHERE ZINES ARE CONCERNED WAS CO-EDITING A SMALL SCALE FIRST ATTEMPTED ZINE
FOR A FRIEND’S OWN PROJECT CALLED BrapEFRUIT Soup. [ ONLY CONTRIBUTED WITH A
BOOK REVIEW AND THE DIGITAL AESTHETIC ON THAT INSTANCE HOWEVER, SO, YOU COULD
Ay [ WAS ADOREHENSIVE ON HOW THIS WOULD GO. LUOKILY, [ HAD AT LEAST SOME
(NDegien KNOWLEDGE FROM THE UNIVERSITY NEWSPAPER, WHICH 1S HONESTLY BETTER
THAN NONE WITH THAT APDP UNDER TIMED SITUATIONS. gO, [ TRED UANG INDESI@N AND
PHOTOSHOP TO DESIGN ONE OF OUR EDITIONS OF THIS ZINE AS WE HAVE CREATED TWO.
[ ALSo vismeD THE NotTineHaM ZiNe LIBRARY IN THE CHRISTIMAR HOLIDAYS WITH
MY FRIEND FRq;M HIS OTHER PROJECT, AND FOUND SOME MUCH NEEDED INSPIRATION IN
CREATING THISbeE. Mava AND | KNEw THAT IF WE WERE QOING TO BE POLITICAL THEN
WE WOU%(NITELY G0 TOWARDS A FEMINIST ZINE. HAUING WRITTEN ARTICLES UNDER
THE UMBRELLA OF FEMIvISM ON My Goooeas COMPLEX IT SEEMED APOROPRIATE AND
EVER SO RELEVANT THAT WE THEMATISE THE ZINE TO A MOVEMENT WE FEEL STRONGLY
ABOUT. THIQ ZINE 18 NOT JUST ABOUT A ONE-DIMENSIONAL FEMINISM BUT ABOUT A TRUE

"EQUAL FEMINISM INCLUSIVE TO ALL WITH AWARENESS OF INTERSECTIONALITY AND MEN AS

|

FEMINISTS TOO.

S For MY FIRST EDITOR’S NOTE, | REALLY ENJOYED WRITING THIS LIKE SOEWING
MY INVER MONOLOGUE. WELL, | HOPE YOU ENJOY THE ZINE AS MUCH AS WE DO AND
THANK YOU TO THE CONTRIBUTORS.

AY R TH



Editor’s Note p.2

WHEN THE TIME CAME FOR JILL AND | TO ERECT TWO EDITIONS OF OUR FIRST EVER My Goppess Com-
DPLEX ZINE, A SPECIAL ISSUE DEDICATED TO EMBRACING BOTH FEMINISM AND INTERSECTIONALITY, | WAS GIFTED A
CHANCE TO REFLECT ON OUR UNANIMOUS CONCEPTUALISATION OF THIS SMALL PRESS PROJECT AS SITUATED BOTH IN
HISTORY AND IN THE QUAINT BUBBLE OF WARWICK CAMPUS. AFTER BEING EXPOSED TO THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF
SUBVERSIVE ZINE HISTORY, SPECIFICALLY THE RioT GRRRL PRregs ERA AND DIY SELF PUBLISHING WHICH REQISTS
THE COMMERCIAL IMPERATIVES OF CONGLOMERATE HIERARCHIES, | MENTALLY SITUATED OUR CREATION IN A CULTURAL
AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT. By CREATING A BLOG, We ENABLED OUR WISH TO WRITE FREELY AND DESIGN A PERSONAL
IMAGE WITHOUT THE SOMEWHAT EDITORIAL CENSORSHIP THAT COMES FROM SUBMITTING TO THE MORE MAINSTREAM
Unverairy NewspAPERS OR MAGAZINES. THE SAME ETHICS AND AESTHETICS THAT WENT INTO THE PRODUCTION
OF 20TH CENTURY ZINES, WHEREBY MARGINALISED YOUNG ADULTS HAND PRODUCED A LITERARY REVOLUTION, WAS
CHANNELLED INTO OURS ALBEIT IN A DIFFERENT SETTING.

[T ALSO COINCIDED WITH OUR OWN DETERMINATION TO ENCOURAGE EVERYONE WE KNOW TO WRITE FOR US- YOU
DON’T HAVE TO BE AN EXPERT TO MAKE AN AUTHOR OR TO SEIZE THE MEANS OF REDRODUCTION. AUTHORSHIP 1S A
SOCIAL RELATION MORE THAN AN IDENTITY, AS BOTH PUBLISHERS AND AUTHORS ARE RELIANT ON EACH OTHER FOR
PRODUCTION DESPITE THEIR DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES (REFERENCE). THE PROCESS OF EDITING THIS ZINE AND (TS
ARTICLES, BOTH BY MYSELF AND OTHERS, REQUIRED FAR MORE CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT ON MY BEHALF IN CONTRAST
TO THE EXDLORATORY FREEDOM | EXHIBITED WHEN WRITING FOR THE BLOG AS AN AUTHOR. ALTHOUGH WE DON’T AC-
TIVELY INTEND TO SABOTAGE THE 23T CENTURY’S CULTURE OF HIERARCHY AND PRIVILEGE AS INTENTLY AS THE ZINES
WHICH EMERGED FROM THE PUNK MOVEMENT, WE WANT TO FOLLOW [N THE LIGHT OF CURRENT BLOGS AND ZINES
QueH AS JeZeBeL AND THE BITCH IN BOTH A DIGITAL AND PRINT OUTLET. NO TOPIC AND NO IDENTITY IS OFF LIMITS.

THE PROCESS OF BOTH DEQIGNING AND EDITING A SOMEWHAT LITERARY BASED ‘MaeAZINE’ wiTH (NDEesien,
PHOTOSHOP AND PUBLISHER REQUIRED US TO FORM A BALANCE BETWEEN THE EDITORIAL AM OF CELEBRATING
INDIVIDUALITY AND CULTURE THROUGH A LENS OF ABSOLUTE INCLUSION WITH THE MORE ARTISTIC BACKGROUND OF
(NCORPORATING AN ALREADY ESTABLISHED, EXTREMELY FEMININE IMAGE AS A MOTIF. THIS BALANCE WAS STRUCK BY
COMBINING RELATIVELY ‘SERIOUS’ TOPICAL ARTICLES WITH OUR CURRENT MASCOT: Venus (ApHRODITE), GODDESS
OF LOVE, BEAUTY, PLEASURE AND PROCREATION. ALTHOUGH OUR ULTIMATE AIM IS TO PRODUCE ALL OF OUR OWN
(MAGES THROUGH GRAPHIC DESIGN, ILLUSTRATION AND PHOTOGRAPHY, | WAS INSPIRED BY CONTEMPORARY GRAPHIC
DEQIGNER EGE [SLEKEL WHO | DISCOVERED THROUGH ART PAGES ON THE S0CIAL MeDIA INaTAGRAM. HE QuBJECTS
(NFAMOUS FIGURES TO MODERN CIRCUMSTANCES IN A SERIES OF CLEVERLY MANIPULATED IMAGES. VENUS 18 PLACED IV
DIFFERENT MODERN SETTINGS (RUNNING ON A TREADMILL, WEARING MAKEUP AND GETTING PLASTIC QURGERY) WHICH
RESONATED WITH US- CONTEMPORARY STANDARDS OF FEMININITY ARE SATIRICALLY EXAGGERATED. ALTHOUGH | MAY
BE READING INTO THIS TOO DEEPLY, | INTERDRETED THE ILLUSTRATION AS A COMMENT ON THE HOLLOW QUPERFICI-
ALTY OF MODERN LIFE. EVEN A SYMBOL OF PURITY, LOVE AND TRANSCENDENCE (A GODDESS) SUCCUMBS TO THE
ARTIFICIAL CRITERIA USED TO NAVIGATE TODAY’S CULTURE OF SOCIAL DESIRABILITY. THE JUXTAPOSITION OF THE
CLASSIC ICON WITH THE MODERN CANVAS PARALLELS THE WAY IN WHICH WE AIM TO TACKLE LARGER, SOMETIMES
PHILOSOPHICAL, QUESTIONS FROM A 219T CENTURY PERSPECTIVE.

THE SHOCKING PINK OF THE COVER IMAGE HAS THE POTENTIAL ‘DANGER’ TO OSTRACISE ANYONE WITH A
SLIGHTLY MORE FRAGILE MASCULINITY, BUT WE CHOSE TO EMBRACE THIS STEREOTYPE IN ORDER TO MAKE A POINT
EVEN LOUDER THAN THE PARTICULARLY BOLD SHADE OF FUCHSIA SELECTED. THE FULL 1z VENUS ON THE COVER
METAPHORICALLY ENCAPSULATES THE ENTIRE ZINE AS A STEREOTYPICALLY GENDERED, FEMININE OBJECT- AN ‘ART
DOLL’ BOX MEANT TO CONFINE A PLASTIC, SOCIALLY DESIRABLE REPLICA OF A WOMAN INTO PLASTICISED PRISON FOR
CHILDREN TO OPEN AND CONTINUE TO BE INFLUENCED BY. NoT onLy 18 Venug’ sony TYPE, VIEWED AS PERFECTION
CENTURIES AGO, A SUBVERSION OF THE Barsie DoLL PROPORTIONS WHICH YOU EXPECT TO BE PLACED (N THE
BOX, BUT HER STATURE IS FAR LESS PASSIVE THAN OTHER FEMALE COUNTERPARTS IN ART, SUCH AS THE Sieepwe
ARIADNE WHO IS HELPLESSLY LYING DOWN ON A CHAISE, LETHARGICALLY EXPOSING HER BODY.

ALTHOUGH WE’RE CALLING [T A ZINE, THE OBJECT’S FORMAT AND INTERSECTIONAL AIM 1S REMINISCENT OF A
PAMPHLET’S. OUR DESIGN TAKES UP ONE THIRD OF A3 PER PAGE AND EVEN THOUGH IT DIFFERS FROM THE POPULAR
OCTAVO FOLD OF MOST PAMPHLETS, THE RECTANGULAR PAGES MAY REMIND ONE OF A LEAFLET OR HAND OUT.
PAMPHLETS EXERCISE SOC‘M}' Q}_UENCE AS THEY ASSIST IN THE FORMATION OF CRITICAL DEBATE AND HELP BUILD
FOUNDATIONS OF INTELLECTUAL AND-MORAL COMMUNITIES, PARTICULARLY AFTER THE PAMPHLET WARS. Pam-
PHLETS HAVE POLITICAL AND POLEMICAL USES IN THEIR PRODUCTION AND MATERIAL FORM (RA‘/MOND 4 THESES OF
PAMPHLETS). THIS IS AN ASPECT THAT HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO ZINES AND EVEN SO
ALWAYS OPEN TO EXPANDING OUR MINDSETS AND HAVING OUR VIEWS CHALLENG
YOU FROM SUBMISSION. THIS WEBSITE (S INDEED A ‘SAFE SPACE’ FOR PEOPLE (
SEXUAL ORIENTATION. HOWEVER, ULTIMATELY, WE HOPE TO DO MORE THAN
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A PryviNsT TERORY: SEUALISATION

OCCASIONALLY MEN SEXUALISE WOMEN EVERYDAY IN OBJEC-
TIFYING US BY REDUCING US TO JUST OUR BODIES AND SEXUAL
ORGANS. I'T'S COME TO MY REALISATION THAT AS WOMEN WE ARE
CONDITIONED TO YIELD TO"‘H;IE WAYS OF SOCIETY AND EVEN ENJOY
BEING OBJECTIFIED BY PARTNERS AND LOVE INTERESTS, AS A RE-
SULT OF THE REMNANTS OF THE PATRIARCHY TODAY.

IF ANY MAN IN GENERAL WERE TO LEER AT ME, THE FEMINIST
IN ME WOULD MAKE ME INSTANTLY REPULSED; HOWEVER, WHEN
I FIND MYSELF TREATED AND TALKED TO AS A SEXUAL OBIECT BY
THE MAN I'M INTERESTED IN THEN SUDDENLY MY FEMINIST BRAIN
GOES OUT THE WINDOW, THROUGH THE DOOR, AND NOT TO BE
SEEN FASTER THAN YOU COULD SAY MALE GAZE'.

ALTHOUGH DEHUMANISING, BEING QUITE OBVIOUSLY REGARD-
ED AS A SEXUAL OBJECT CAN INNOCENTLY SEEM ALLURING WHEN
COMING FROM A MAN ONE IS INVOLVED WITH BECAUSE WE IN FACT
KNOW THAT THEY DO NOT SOLELY SEE US IN THIS LIGHT BUT RE-
SPECT US AS PEOPLE AND COMPANIONS. IN THIS WAY, PERHAPS I'M
NOT BEING A BAD FEMINIST FOR GIVING INTO OBJECTIFYING LAN-
GUAGE IN CERTAIN SCENARIOS - IN FACT, IT IS PRECISELY BECAUSE
INDULGING IN THIS BEHAVIOUR IS SEEN AS ‘BAD’ AND DEMEANING
THAT IT INSTANTANEOUSLY BECOMES ALLURING.

SOME MAY SUGGEST THAT OUR ENJOYMENT OF OBJECTIFICA-
TION IS IN PART BORN FROM GROWING UP IN TRADITIONAL FAMI-
LIES IN SUCH THAT SOME PATRIARCHAL VALUES CREEP INTO OUR
UPBRINGINGS AND FORM PART OF OUR RESIGNATION TO IT.

TERMS LIKE “VIOLATE ME~ AND THE IDEA OF BEING GRIPPED
HARD ARE SIMILARLY PROBLEMATIC ON THE SURFACE, BUT WHEN
DONE BY A MAN ONE IS INVOLVED WITH THIS CAN BE WELCOMED
AND EVEN ENJOYED PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THE TABOO’, BAD NA-
TURE SURROUNDING IT. IT JUST COMES DOWN TO A MATTER OF
PERSONAL PREFERENCES.

IN A WAY IT'S LIBERATING TO ALMOST RECLAIM THE POWER
BACK FROM THE PATRIARCHY AND SEE OURSELVES AS SEXUAL GOD-
DESSES EMBRACING FEMALE SEXUALITY, RATHER THAN LETTING IT
BE USED IN A DEMEANING RESTRICTED FASHION.

WOoRDS BY JILL
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THE VERY NEXT DAY, AN EMPLOYEE IN A TV STORE SHOUTED EXCUSE ME’ MOMENTS
BEFORE | HAD REACHED HOME, HAVING SECRETLY FOLLOWED ME DOWN THE SUBURBAN
SUNSET OF THE STREET [ LIVED ON. HE WAS ATTRACTIVE AND FRIENDLY, AND, AFTER
FINDING OUT MY AGE, HE NOBLY SETTLED ON TELLING ME | WAS BEAUTIFUL AND WOULD
BECOME AN EVEN MORE BEAUTIFUL WOMAN SOMEDAY. ALtHoueH | aomiT THE (4 vear
OLD ME FELT FLATTERED, EVERY TIME [ WALKED PAST THE STORE MY STOMACH TIED
[TSELF IN KNOTS AND TWISTS ALMOST ON DEMAND. | WAS RIGHTFULLY PARANOID THAT HE
HAD METAMORPHOSED INTO Bie BROTHER, SCRUTINISING THE FIGURE HE HAD SAID WAS
‘AMAZING’ AND THE BABY FACE HE INITIALLY DISMISSED. AT 20, [ STILL SUBCONSCIOUSLY
FIND MYSELF LOOKING INSIDE DUE TO THE FRAGMENT OF VALIDATION | ASSOCIATED WITH
‘RicHer SOUNDS’ AND THE SAME MALE EMPLOYEES THAT WHISTLED WHEN | WALKED
PAST.

BUT DEGRADATION DOESN’T ALWAYS COME IN SUCH A VALIDATING FORM. THIS
YEAR, THE FIRST DAY AT MY NEW WORKPLACE, AN AIR-CONDITIONED OFFICE OF
SUB-ZERO DEGREES AND GLASS WALLS, | HEARD A GENTLE TAP ON THE DOOR.
Lettive v ‘Ray THE Fep Ex Guy’, HE GREETED ME AS ‘BUBBA’ AFTER ASKING
ME IF | wAS NEW HERE WITH A HALF GRIN AND TWINKLING LITTLE EYES. My DESK, A
CLEAN MODERN SLATE OF CHEAP woonliu LIGHTLY FARTHER THAN THE TWO
OTHER DESKS. HE SURVEYED ME A [ 8aT DOWN AT IT, LETTING OUT A LOW
WHISTLE ACCOMPANIED BY A THROATY LAUGH. “THEY’VE PLACED YOU IN THE
NAUGHTY CORNER, HAVEN'T THEY BUBBY?” MY FACE MASKED HUMILIATION AS H
EXPREQSION IMPLIED AN INNUENDO. | HOPED MY BLUSH WAS INVISIBLE UNDER MY
MAKEUP TO MAINTAIN COMPO ND, CAUGHT OFF GUARD, | FORCED A POLIT
ALBEIT CONFUSED ACKNOW EMENT A'S TOLD ME HE’D SEE ME TOMORR
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MANIFESTO: ONE OF THE BOYS IS DEAD

WE ARE PURSUING THE EVOLUTION OF A MILLENNIAL FEMINIST (OR EGALITARIAN) MOVEMENT. EQUALITY IS IN
ITS NATURE A FUNDAMENTAL CONTRIBUTOR TO UTILITARIAN HAPPINESS. HOWEVER, IT IS THE NUANCES OF SUCH AN
OVERBEARING MOVEMENT WHICH WE SEEK TO PAY TRIBUTE TO BOTH IN STEADY ACTION AND INTENT.

THE CONCEPT OF TOM BOYS AND GIRLS THAT ARE “NOT LIKE OTHER GIRLS™, AN INNOCENT TROPE
RESERVED FOR «LIKABLE’ HEROINES AND GIRLS NEXT DOOR, IS ALIVE AND KICKING.

LIKE A WOLF IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING, THIS BREEDS ,ANIMOSITY BETWEEN FEMINISTS — BETWEEN THOSE WHO SUP-

PORT WOMEN’S CHOICES TO REN{AIN TRUE TO THEMSE AS THEY WISH TO BE, AND THOSE WHO BELIEVE WE MUST

APPEAR AS ¢SERIOUS’ AS PO SIBLE, DICTATING A ORLD WITHIN A WOMAN’S SPHERE OF AUTONOMY.

A PHYSICAL DISPLA RADITIONALLY TRAITS REMAINS A COVETED TOOL To GAIN MALE
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oz

E O RLS TRYING TO DERIVE POWER BY MOVING CLOSER TO MASCULINITY.
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ALTHOUGH MANY MAY LITTER ME WITH OBJECTIONS, I wouLD
LIKE TO OPERATE ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT FEMINISM IS A STAND-IN
WORD FOR ‘EGALITARIANISM’ = BUT WITH A MORE FOCUSED APPEAL
TO GENDER INEQUALITY, WHICH IS WHAT GIVES IT IT’S LINGUISTI-
CALLY CONTROVERSIAL POWER.

?

OLDER FEMINISTS ARGUE THAT MEN ARE NOT ABLE TO BE FEMI-
NISTS BECAUSE THEY REPRESENT A FACE OF PRIVILEGE AND OPPRES-
SION. HOWEVER, I ARGUE THAT THIS IGNORES THE FUNDAMENTAL
ROLE MEN PLAY IN ACHIEVING THE EQUALITY AT THE HEART OF
FEMINISM.

S
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IF ONE’S FOCUS OF FEMINISM IS ON ACHIEVING EQUALITY AND
FIGHTING OPPRESSION, THEN MEN SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ‘FEMI-
NISTS’. THE KEY REASON MEN CAN AND OUGHT TO BE FEMINISTS IS
DUE TO THE DIRECT BENEFITS ON SOCIETAL PERCEPTIONS OF MAS-
CULINITY AS"WELL AS ON THEIR OWN LIVES WHICH THEIR ADVOCACY
OF THE M(I)'IVEMENT WILL BRING; THE PATRIARCHY IS DAMAGING TO
BOTH GENDERS. ISSUES SUCH AS REDUCTIONISM IN EXCLUDING MEN
FROM FEMINISM NEED TO BE BROUGHT TO LIGHT BECAUSE UNDER-
PRIVILEGED GROUPS OF MEN' FACE A FORM OF OPPRESSION CLOSELY
LINKED WITH FEMALE OPPRESSION WHICH MEANS THAT BEING A
WOMAN IS NOT REQUIRED TO FACE A SIMILAR OPPRESSION THAT CAN
BE TARGETED BY FEMINISM.

Can Men Really be

HOWEVER, LIVED EXII’_ERIENCE IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT FACTOR FOR FEM-
INISM. PERHAPS, WE SHOULD QUESTION WHETHER ONE MUST BE A ‘WOMAN’
IN SOME SENSE IN ORDER TO LABEL THEMSELVES AS A FEMINIST. WHAT
TROUBLES ME SO IS THAT COMPLETE MALE INCLUSION WITHIN THE FEMINIST
MOVEMENT COULD-TAKE UP THE POLITICAL SPACE NEEDED TO MAKE WOMEN’S
VOICES HEARD. I

How FEMINISM BENEFITS AND IS IMPORTANT TO MEN:

IN THE MODERN DAY, IT IS EASIER AND EVEN ENCOURAGED FOR, WOMEN
TO ACCESS THE MALE WORLD, SUPERFICIALLY THROUGH CLOTHING AS WELL
AS TRADITIONALLY MASCULINE CHARACTER TRAITS, THAN IT IS FOR HER MALE
COUNTERPART WHO IS INDOCTRINATED, ALONG WITH WOMEN, TO ACCEPT THE
SUPERIORITY OF THE MASCULINE ‘IDEAL’.

MALES WHO DO NOT CONFORM TO GENDER NORMS AND ACT NOTICEABLY
‘FEMININE’ OR ‘ANDROGYNOUS’ ARE OFTEN SHAMED SOCIETALLY THROUGH
THE ‘REAL BOYS DON’T CRY ATTITUDE (VAN DER GAaacG 2014) WHICH STIP-
ULATES NOTIONS OF TOUGHNESS AND DETACHMENT THAT COME WITH THE
EXPECTATIONS OF MAINTAINING THE ROLE OF PROVIDER AND PROTECTOR.

SEXISM THEREFORE RESULTS IN PSYCHOLOGICAL AND EVEN PHYSICAL
IMPACTS ON BOTH MEN WHO SUBVERT SUCH ASPECTS OF DOMINANCE, SUCH
AS STAY AT HOME FATHERS WHO ARE MADE TO FEEL EMASCULATED, AS WELL
AS TYPICALLY ‘TRADITIONAL’ MEN WHO MAINTAIN A STRICTLY MASCULINE
FACADE. IN THE LATTER CASE, THE ABILITY TO SEEK EMOTIONAL AND EVEN
MEDICAL SUPPORT, EMBRACE FATHERHOOD OR CONNECT WITH PARTNERS IS
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPAIRED DUE TO THE PERVASIVE TOXIC MASCULINITY THAT
MEN ARE ENCOURAGED TO HARBOUR.

Femunintly & Not & Weakrness

EcaLiTariANISM. FEMINISIM. HumANiSM. ComMMON-SENSE. WHATEVER LABEL YOU BRAND
YOURSELF WITH, IT SIMPLY ACTS AS A VEIL FOR YOUR DOGMAS. YOU CANNOT CLAIM TO ENDORSE
GENDER EQUALITY YET BE CYNICAL ABOUT FEMININITY. SUCH STATED IDEOLOGIES OFTEN ACT AS
TOOLS TO ENDORSE IGNORANCE AS ONE SCREAMS ‘POLITICAL CORRECTNESS’ INTO THE SYNTHETIC

ABYSS OF PC CULleRE. \

FEMININITY IS CHERISHED BUH"I', SIMULTANEOUSLY, IS EASILY DISMISSED. LIKE SEX, BEING
FEMININE SELLS BUT IS RARELY TAKEN SERIOUSLY FARTHER THAN MEETS THE EYE. EXAGGERATED
CURVES, POUTY LIPS, RAPUNZEL-ESQUE (AND LIKELY ARTIFICIAL) HAIR IS COVETED BY THE MEDIA
IN HOPES OF DRAWING IM‘\7I'EWERS LIKE MOTHS TO A-FLAME. THUS, YOUNG GIRLS ARE SOCIALLY
CONDITIONED TO MOULD, THEIR APPEARANCE INTO SOME CONSTRUCTION OF THE ‘FEMININE IDEAL’
WHICH MODELS, ACTRESSES, KARDASHIANS AND NOW ‘INSTAGRAM GIRLS’ SHOVE DOWN OUR
THROATS DAILY.

FASHION, FACETUNE AND FILTERS MENTALLY STIMULATE US TO ASSOCIATE THE FEMININE WITH
THE BEAUTIFUL. HOWEVER, DIFFERENT CONTEXTS PRODUCE DIFFERENT REACTIONS.

IN 2017 THE TAGLINE ‘WOMAN’ IS GENERALLY BELIEVED TO BE EQUALLY VALUABLE TO
THE HISTORICALLY SUPERIOR STATUS OF MAN= AT LEAST ON PAPER ANYWAY. BUT IS THIS ONLY A
FORMALITY?

AccorING To THE HuFFINGTON POST, TWO THIRDS OF FEMALE POLITICIANS ARE LITTERED
WITH HUMILIATINGLY SEXIST REMARKS CONCERNING THEIR APPEARANCE WHILST POLITICAL FIGURES
SUCH AS HILARY CLINTON ARE EXPECTED TO DRESS SMARTLY IN ORDER TO HOLD A FIRM GROUND
OF RESPECT AGAINST THEIR MASCULINE COUNTERPARTS. IN OTHER WORDS, TO HIDE ANY TRACE OF
THEIR PHYSICALITY UNDER THE LEAST ‘PROVOCATIVE’ (AKA THE DRIEST AND BAGGIEST) PANTSUITS
KNOWN TO TAILORS. THE GOAL IS TO APPEAR AS MASCULINE AS POSSIBLE WHILST ALSO ADHERING
TO HETERO=NORMATIVITY.

YET, WHEN SHE APPEARED WEARING SCANT MAKEUP ON NATIONAL TELEVISION SHE WAS
IRONICALLY RIDICULED FOR NOT KEEPING UP APPEARANCES= IN SUMMARY, WOMEN MUST KEEP UP
AN ULTRA DRY, SEX=LESS IMAGE IN ORDER TO HOLD THEIR GROUND. YET, OF COURSE, MUST STILL
BE PRESENTABLE AND NOT TOO MASCULINE BECAUSE OUR IMAGE REPRESENTS US, RIGHT?

AND, IN THE WRONG CONTEXT, FEMININITY OFFENDS. LET US CAST OUR MINDS BACK TO
THE TIME WHEN ANGELINA JOLIE'S NIPPLES GAINED MORE FOCUS THAN HER WORDS AS A UN
AMBASSADOR- BOTH AT A CONFERENCE AND A MORE RECENT MEETING WITH THE ARCHBISHOP
oF CANTERBURY. THE FINE LINE BETWEEN BEING SEEN AS VULGAR AND AS QUINTESSENTIALLY
POSSESSING FEMININE TRAITS ISN'T JUST BLURRED; IT’S ALREADY BEEN ERASED.

IT SEEMS THAT FEMININITY CONFINES WOMEN TO A LESS RESPECTABLE POSITION. AS A RUN
OF THE MILL ‘GIRLY’ GIRL | wAS ONCE TOLD “| DIDN’T KNOW YOU WERE THAT SMART” BY THE
CLASS ‘KNOW IT ALL’. AND ON A TRIP TO OXFORD UNIVERSITY, BEING THE FIRST ONE FROM MY
GROUP TO ARRIVE, | WAITED IN THE FOYER ALONE ONLY TO HAVE ONE OF THE STAFF, A MIDDLE
AGED MAN, LOOK ME UP AND DOWN, FROM MY WAIST LONG HAIR TO MY A LINE SKIRT, AND ASK ME
IF | wAs SURE | WAS IN THE RIGHT PLACE- TOPSHOP WAS JUST DOWN THE STREET, COULDN'T |
GUESS FROM HIS CONDESCENDING SMIRK?

Worbs BY Mava

READ MORE AT: HTTPS://MYGODDESSCOMPLEX.cOM/2017/07/03/FEMININI-
TY~=IS=NOT=A-WEAKNESS/



I can only imagine
how the chaos of the Universe might look
without sex binding us to Earth.

We, as matter, are in a cycle, unaware,
observing our civilization

like an animal observes the wild,
watching energy surge without source.

Women channel the world into themselves,
as, for them, God grows from the world;
God is She whose dominion She carries.

Men discriminate between gravities,
as, for them, God is master of the world;
God is He who carries His dominion.

Narcissus found a deathly balance
between the mirror and the rose.
Between him and the two poles
Stand souls at every step,

But on their own, nobody truly KNnows,
As we grow from the to and fro;
As the next step to God is UNITY.

But the Cosmos suggests a UNITY so large
that we could never understand
as Atlas stands under Earth.

The epistemic distance stares us in the face.

The knowledge men possess:
Is the reward for achieving power,
Is a reflection of the world they master,

and from a bigger world, a bigger God may grow.
Growth is knowledge consuming us.

By this assembly of order,
the path to our little God is paved.

Just so, in a world too dense to navigate,
the collective corpus knows when to kill itself off.

All conflicting sects
build towards the perfect orgasm;
the divine conception.

We are animal slaves; reality is cruel.
Time, also, is unbearably cruel;

that we cannot immortalize The Moment,
that is true cruelty.

Unless all of time is a single movement,
The Cosmic Moment, immortalized
As a cycle we build ourselves upon.

Suffering teaches simplicity as truth,
failure is replaced with success,

and thus people are encoded,

and thus the world is deflected.

The quest for total dominion
is to see and reflect through every mirror of reality,

Sweep the Temple And '.co plant a seed ?n every temple.

I believe you could judge every person
Peter Pa c by this standard of truth,

Illustration: The \’1r5m of Guadalupe (Dali), Atlas bearing the world. and find them where the y are lost
Composed by Peter Page beneath the ocean of this world.




